What do students think of Modern Studies?

“Modern Studies is good because the course covers so many
different interesting topics. Because we completed the course
in Gaelic we learnt hundreds of useful Gaelic words.”
Ross Maclean

“As a result of doing Modern Studies I now have a better
understanding of the modern world. I learnt a lot about the
Scottish political and legal systems. It was good because we
learnt lots of new Gaelic vocabulary.”
Alasdair Rigby

“Modern Studies is very interesting and I really enjoyed the
course.”
The Nicolson Institute in Stornoway, is the largest
Anna Johnstone
school in the Western Isles, Scotland. The Nicolson is
the only six-year secondary school in Lewis.
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What will you learn?

Assessment

How useful is Modern Studies?

The Modern Studies course allows students to study the

All pupils undertaking the course Modern Studies will

The knowledge and skills you will develop in Modern

modern world. We look at political, social and economic

have to complete an assessment on each of the units.

Studies will be useful in many different careers. If you

issues that affect life in Scotland, the United Kingdom

There are different assessment arrangements for

are successful in passing the assessments, you will

and across the world. There are three units in the

National 4 or 5.

receive a national qualification from SQA. Modern

course:

Studies is useful for many jobs but especially work in the
Democracy in Scotland

National 4

Crime and Law

Students taking National 4 complete an Added

The United States of America

Value Unit (a project on a specific topic they have

Throughout the course students will develop skills

chosen themselves) to fulfil the requirements of

related to using sources of information, writing essay
essays

the course.

media, law, politics, education, government/local council
work, business & international work.

Gaelic Medium Course

and delivering presentations.

National 5

You are able to do this course through the medium of

Students taking National 5 complete an

Gaelic. This gives students an excellent opportunity to

assignment (a piece of writing on a specific topic

use and develop their Gaelic skills. You will be awarded

they have chosen themselves) and an exam.

a Gaelic medium qualification by SQA. This is especially

Students will be graded A-D according to how

useful if you are interested in pursuing a career in which

well they do in the assignment (25%) and the

you can use Gaelic. Students who opt to take History or

exam (75%). These assessments assess knowl

Modern Studies through the medium of Gaelic usually

edge & understand and skills.

get better results in Gàidhlig than the students who opt
to do a social subject through the medium of English.
The school, Education Scotland & BBC Bitesize have
produced many resources for Gaelic Medium Modern
Studies.

